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PURPOSE:To readily and economically obtain the subject compound in high purity at a high 
concentration and a low cost in one pot by heating N- benzyl-3(or 2)-hydroxysuccinamic acid in an 
organic solvent and carrying out cyclizing reaction and imidation. 

CONSTITUTION:N-Benzyl-3-hydroxysuccinamic acid expressed by formula I or N-benzyl-2- 
hydroxysuccinamic acid expressed by formula 11 is mixed with an aprotic polar solvent such as methyl 
isobutyl ketone in an amount of 0.2-30 times, preferably 0.2-5.0 times expressed in terms of weight, 
and the resultant mixture is stirred at 1 10-120 deg.C, preferably 120-160 deg.C internal temperature 
for 1-10hrto carry out cyclizing reaction, while preferably removing water. Thereby, cyclization and 
imidation are performed. After completing the reaction, the solution is cooled to filter crystals or crude 
crystals obtained by cooling are redissolved in a solvent, washed with a weak alkaline aqueous 
solution, then concentrated, recrystallined, etc., to afford the objective compound useful as a raw 
material for medicines, agricultural chemicals, etc. 
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